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 4.	All evil is destroyed merely by the water of the Ganges, as
surely as a heap of cotton is straightway destroyed when it is
thrown into the fire.
 5.	Whoever drinks the water of the Ganges, warmed by the rays
of the sun, drinking it mixt with the (five) products of the cow and
in the manner prescribed by the rules, is releast from sin.
 6.	One who purifies his body by a thousand moon-fasts, and one
who merely drinks the water of the Ganges, — there shall be no
difference between these two.
 7.	There is no refuge like the Ganges for all creatures who seek a
refuge because their hearts are opprest with sorrow.
 8.	When homage is paid to the Ganges she saves many desperate
wretches who are overwhelmed with great sins and are bound for
a fearful hell.
 9.	If a man beholds, drinks, and bathes in the water of the Ganges,
she saves entirely the seven preceding and the seven following
generations of his family — aye, and generations beyond them!

 10.	A man is purified a hundred, yes a thousand fold by the merit
gained from seeing, touching, and meditating on the Ganges, and
from repeating the name of Ganges.
 11.	Those who, when they can, do not behold the Ganges, the
purger from sin, are like people born blind in this world — just
beasts and cattle."
Thus reflecting he went to Benares, and saw and did homage to
Vigvegvara [Qiva]; and then at Prayaga [Allahabad] he performed an
ablution in the month Magha, and also made a graddha [oblation to an-
cestors] at (the holy city of) Gaya. After which he turned his face
towards his own city. On the road he came to a certain town, in which
a divine nymph, tormented by a curse, ruled the kingdom; and she had
no consort. Here was a great temple of Laksmi and Narayaija [her
consort, Vi§#u]. And a wedding-pavilion had been erected there; and
at the door of the divine temple oil was boiling in a great copper kettle.
And men were stationed there to say to all people conning from foreign
countries: " If any hero will throw himself into this boiling oil, this
heavenly nymph named Manmathasamjivim [(Love-exciter *J will put
the garland upon his neck [that is, choose him for her consort]," Hav-
ing seen all this Vasumitra returned to his own city. He visited all
his kinsmen, and all rejoist greatly over his safe arrival. On the mor-
row he went to the palace and saw the king, and* giving him some of
the water of the Ganges and the favor of Yigvegvara, hie seated himself.

